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HUNGARY 'S_AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN 1954 a1
Szabad Fold
Budapes?, 12 Dec 1954 I3
I
LN ] ]
The following survey summarizes the more important developments which took {ﬁ !
place in Hungarian egriculture during 195k, ’ i
Fertilizer Consumption R
b

During the first 9 months of 1953, Hungerien agriculture {ag a whole] used
14,665 carloads of artificial fertilizer. During the same period of 195k, use
increased 60 percent to 23,740 carloads. During the same period the quantity
of fertilizer used by independent peasants shoved an increase of 227.5 percent.
Currently there are 50 soil testing laboratories operating under the MTS.

Bread-grain Production

Bread-grain production regained below the average, partly because of the
severe drought during the fall of 1953. Bekes, Csongrad, Bacs, Baranya, Tolna,
and Somogy megyek were especially affected. Another reason wvas the lack of
interest on the part of the peasants in planting grain. This situation has
been improved by a recent decree of the Council of Ministers, according to
which, beginning 1 January 1955, the farmers will receive 10 kilograms of
bran, free, for eévery quintal of bread-grain surrendered. This year, bread-
grain was planted earlier and 4n larger amounts than in 1953. Currently, due
to pood weather and improved work methods, the fall crops are developing satis-
factorily.

The area of land planted in rice increased 20 times between 1942 ang 1953.
In 1954, this area increased by another 25,000 cadastral yokes [35,000 acres].

Livestock

Although there are 200,000 more horned cattle now than in 1938, the in-
creased number still falls to meet current needs. Also, the proportion of
dairy cattle is small and represents only 42 percent of the cattle stock in- '
stead of the 50 percent prescribed by the plan. Dairy results are poor. It ‘
is true that some dairymen have reached a yearly average of h,OOO-S,OOO liters
of milk per cow, that the average daily wilk yield per cow in the producer co-
operatives increased from 5 to T liters, and that production for the country
as a whole increased 10 percent over last year and reached the average for \
1938. However, the average for the country is st1l1l inadequate. Therefore,
one of the most important problems is to increase milk production and to assure
that all cows produce at least 3,000 liters per year. The average weight of
steer and the quality of their meat also need improvement .

The fight against sterility is showing good results, More than 40,000
cows have been tested free of charge and wmany thousands have been cured. The
practice of artificial insemination is also showing a satisfactory growth.

The hog stock increased by ope miliion, that is, 18.9 percent as compared
with 1953, Currently, t*=» hog stock numbers over 5.5 million and exceeds the
plan goal set for the e.d of 1956.

The development of the horse stock is aided by the interest shown by for-
elign countries in Hur garian horse breeding. A large number of horses will be
exported in the comirgs year.
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The results of higher prices for wool is reflected in the develcpuent of
sheep breeding, This year, the producer cooperatives reached the 1956 goal or
average shearing of 3.8 kilograms, fThe 195k average for the country was 3.5
kilograms. The Progress in aheep-farming is partially due to the work of thae
artificial insemination stations. At Present, 90 state farms have such sta.
tione and recently 30 producer Cooperatives asked bpermission to establish thep,
A large number of rams have beep imported from the USSR and the GDR to lmprove
the quality of the sheep stock.

year, the hatching stations gave more thap 12 nillion baby chickens frop blood-
tested eggs to the producer cooperatives and independent farmers for further
breeding.

Fodder Production
———l0cuction

8pring. The alfalfa crop for the coming year does not look promising. Pol-
lenization wag POOr and so was the seed crop. This made the amount of seed
lost twice as serious, For example, ip Baranya Megye, %00 cadastral yokes
[568 acres] of alfalfa had not been threshed by mid November, causing a loss
of 20-25 percent, Other fodder Crops are developing satisfactorily. For
example, the red clover crep this year is nearly twice the amount of last

are largely due to improvement 1in plant care,

Hungary has ensiled more fodder this year thap any cther People's Democ-
racy, but the quality of the ensilage 1g unsatisfactory. The amount of fodder
grown for ensiling 1s sti11] small. 1In many places there is also a shortage o+
ensiling pits,

About 10 percent of the country 's pasture land was fertilized, and the
weeds ware destroyed on 8p percent of the pastures. Ip general, the develop-
ment of fodder production was good in ig5k

In 1954, there has been g significant increase ip fruit and grape produc-
tion. 1In spite of g shortage of apple, apricot, cherry, ang peach saplings,
approximately 141 percent more fryit trees were planted in ap area of 9,500
cadastral yokes 13,490 acres) than in the previous year, The independent
farmers planteg fruit trees on 3,000 cadastra) yokes (4,260 acres] as cog-
pared with 800-1,000 cadastral yokes [1,136-1,420 acres] in 1953, Currently,
five times ag wany saplings are available than planned at a price of 8-10 |
forints each, The producer cooperatives in Szaboles Megye planted winter
apple trees on 1,000 cadastral yokes {1,420 acres]. Cherry and sour cherry
trees were planted in the Tisza River ares. In Budapest and itg outskirts,
the producer Cooperatives planteg 30,000 peach saplings.

To supply the increasing demang for saplings, the ares used by the
state farm nurseries was doubled, The producer cooperatives and villages
gardening enterprises will be able to raige 1.5 milligp saplings in the new
turseries by 1957, as compared to the planped 500,000. Approximately Log
quintals of wild seed were collected, These plants wil] provide nearly 5
willion grafts in 3-4 years.




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700230129-2

r

The new vineyards planted ip 1954, vhich were 130 percent of the amount
planned, show good results only numerically. Because of poor methods of pre-
paring soil and storing 8eeds, only 15-20 Jercent of the grapevines took root
in the new vineyards of Bacs, Pest, and Csongrad megyek. In most places the
plants were neglected and damaged by weeds ang mildevw. As a result, it was
necessary in the fall to plov under the grapes which had been planted the
previous spring.

Although the grart producers planted the required area in smooth vine-
stock, less than 15-20 percent of the planned amount was produced. Owing to
the shortage of skilleq labor and because the ninistry diverted investments
earmarked for this purpose to other uses, the necessary supports could not
be erected. The Spraying machines and dusters which should have been produced
are also unavailable.

However, it is very encouraging that the productive grapes were given
organic fertilizer twice, hoed three or four times, and sprayed six to four-
teen times, depending cn the area. Ag a result, the 1954 yield was one mil-
lion quintals more than 1n 1953,

However, fruit and grape production 1s still below requirements, both
in quantity ang quality.

Mechanization of Agriculture

During 1954, fairly good results have been achieved in the wechapization
of agriculture, By 30 Ncvember 195k, agriculture had received 2,085 G35
tractors, 1,000 universal tractors, 300 "Zetor" tractors, 650 "Lanz B" tractors,
406 hauling tracters, 950 threshing machines, 350 combines, bl binders, 2000
tractor plows, more than 10,000 horse plows, 769 horse-drawn mowers, 875 thirty-
rov sowing machines, 4,838 heavy harrows, 2,335 disk harrovs, 2,090 carts, 200
fertilizer spreaders, 763 horse-drawn rakes, 3,056 spraying machines, and many
other machines. It may be noted, hovever, that the production plans for trac-
tors, plows, cultivators, and spraying machines were not fulfiiled. There is
a significant lag in the production of spare parts, and the quality of machinery
needs much improvement .

Production of small machines and tools for the peasants increased, and 85
million forints more were spent on such products in 1954 than 1in 1953. However,
the production plan for cart axles, pitch forks, and other important articles
was not met.

Good results were achieved in the manufacture of new models of agricultural
machinery, This year, 25 new prototypes were finished. Scme of these are al-
ready in gerial production. Among them are the grain spreader, which facili-
tates the handling of grain cut by a combine; the grain cleaner; the three-row
sugar beet cultivator, which 1s pulled by either a Zetor or Lanz tractor; and
the three-row turnip cultivator, which 1s pulled by a G-35 tractor.

The prototype of an "agricultural conveyor" has been completed. This ma-
chine will help with the lcading or storing of sugar beets, potatoes, corn, etc.
Thie fall, numerous Soviet silo combines, corn combines, and hemp harvesters
were put to use. The prototype of a plow, which is especially adapted for use
in poor sandy soil, has been finished and will be in serial. production in 1955,
The Mosonmagyarovar Machine Works has completed the prototype of a cam-roller
sowing machine which has the advantage of soving more evenly. Work was com-
pleted on the prototype for a flanking disk which will ald soil cultivation
for fruit growing. Industry also produced 300-liter milk separators, copying
a Soviet model.
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The Agricultural Machige Designing Office (Mezogeptervezo Iroda) has w SERERY
finished plans for g p.ok hanmer grinder. The prototype of the SP grape :
sprayer, which can epray four or five rows at a time, has been completed .,

The MTS performed three times as much work for the independent farm- &
ers in the first three quarters of this year as in the same period of 1953, N
From 1 Jenuary to 30 November 1954, tractors cperated on 156,833 cadastral
yokes [222,703 acres] more land thap in the same period of 1953. This fall,
100,000 cadastral yokes [142,000 acres] more soil was deep-plowed than last
fall.

There has been some reduction in the cost of MTS operation, but the ma- fe
chinec are still not being utilized fully and waintenance 1is poor. Tractor .
idling due to mechanical causes dropped from 9 percent in 1953 to 8.1 per-
cent in 1954,

The MTS must give more help to the producer cooperatlves. In 1954,
very little aid was glven in plant care and stubble ploving, and because of
& shortage of fodder harvesters no help was given in the harvesting of hay.

Totato and Vegetable Production

Potato ang vegetable production fajiled to make progress batwean 1945 and
1953. 1In 195L, hovever, the area planted in potatoes increased Slgnificantly --
from 345,626 cadastral yokes [366,349 acres] to 409, 393 cadastral yokes [581,338
acres). Since last year, the ares planted in potatoes increased by U4 percent
) in Somogy Megye and 39 percent in Pest Megye .

Hungary's average potato production did not increase in 1954 . Although
it is 28 percent higher than the average for the lagt 5 yeara, it did not rice
~bove last year's average of 55 quintals per cadastral yoke [1.42 acres). The
average could be three times higher; for example, the Dozen Producer Coopera-
tive in Hercegszanto had an average of 15C gquintals on 20 cadastral yokes [28.u
acres). The lag 18 due to the POOr quality of seed potatoes. In the future,
the producer cooperatives and {ndependent farmers must improve the quality of
their seed potatoes ard also should use vegetable fertilizer

The vegetable yield improved in quality and quantity within the last year.
This is partly duve to rotatiop of crops. The area planted in vegetables, as
well as the average production, has increaseq. The 1954 uverage prcduction of
onions was 50 quintals rer cadastral ycke, as compared to 30 quintals in 1953,
The ares planted in tomatces increased by 2.000 cadastral yokes [2,840 acres])
and the average yield per cadastral yoke increased by 10 quintals over 1953.
Three thousand mere cadastral yokes (b, 260 acres] were planted in string beans
than last year, and the avertdge yield per cedastral yoke increased by 5 quintals,

Approximately 100,000 hotbed windows were delivered to producers; this is
the principal reason there was no lag in vegetable and seedling preduction.,
food results were obtained on the Uj £let Prcducer Cooperative where 1,000 win-
dows yielded ae incoume of 120,000 ferints. At arcag, Tiszaors, and Czerkes-
20110, conmstruction of a total 26.000 square meters of hotbed windows has been
started. Decpite the {21l drought and o Severw winter, vegetable production
was sufficient to cover demestic “squirements apd to triple the supply planned
for export.

Although the bresent vegetsble productiecn is good, there are some faults
to be corrected. iith irrigaticn and meclinnization, the Supply could be greatly
increased. Unfortunately, the irrigated area did not increase this Yyear over
last year, and the supply of sowing and planting machires 1s insufficient. The
organization of special MTS was not accomplished . angd special technigues for
5011 and plants were not worked cut.
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In this connection, let yg coneider an article by ILa jos Acs, member of the

Political Committee, vhich appeareq in Tartos Bekeert, Nepi Demokraciaert (For a
Lasting Peace, for g People's Democracys, on 1% November 1958 Acs wrote:

"Within hale o Year, from January to Jupe 1953, about 1,000 party cadreg
went to the rural areag. It 18 of 8pecial significance that many politically
advanced Communists came to the jaras party committeeg to act in the capacity
of firgt gsecretaries. 30 from Budapest, 25 from the Party Ac&demy, and 4o
from the megye centers, (There are 138 garasok in Hungary.) sgiyx wonths ago,
only a few Jarasok hag first Secretaries who had completeq one or 2 years at

Some results of this ney policy can be Seen in Csongrag Megye . According
to Karoly Nemeth, first Secretary of the Csongrad Megye party committee, one
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